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The  principles  of  the  "  ILLINOIS  ANTI-MONOPOLY  LEAGUE  "  are 
embodied  in  the  following:  "We  advocate,  and  will  support  and  de- 
fend, the  rights  of  the  many  as  against  the  privileges  of  the  few  ;" 
"  Corporations,  the  creation  of  the  State,  shall  be  controlled  by  the  State;" 
"  Labor  and  capital  allies,  not  enemies;"  "  Justice  for  both." 

It  is  very  evident  that  within  a  very  short  period  the  question  as  to 
whether  the  people  of  this  country  shall  control  the  Monopolies,  or  the 
Monopolies  shall  control  the  people,  must  be  decided.  The  only  ques- 
tion is,  whether  the  great  Corporations  and  Monopolies  of  the  country 
shall  be  regulated  by  law,  or  be  allowed  to  trample  the  law  under  foot 
and  subvert  the  liberties  of  the  people.  WHICH  SHALL  IT  BE? 

Our  aim  is  to  influence  popular  opinion  to  such  a  degree  that  THE 
LAWS,  WHICH  ARE  AMPLE  FOR  THE  PURPOSE,  SHALL  BE 
ENFORCED,  while  the  rights  of  the  whole  people  are  protected. 
Events  are  rapidly  culminating,  and  the  decision  of  these  great  issues 
can  not  long  be  delayed. 

If  you  are  in  favor  of  the  principles  embodied  in  the  above,  we  should 
be  happy  to  have  you  become  a  member  of  the  League,  and  to  have  you 
induce  your  friends,  of  like  views,  to  join. 

IT    IS   TIME    FOR   YOU,  BUSINESS  MEN,  TO   TAKE    THIS 
MATTER  IN  HAND,  BEFORE  MONOPOLISTS  CONTROL  YOUR 
BUSINESS  AND  MAKE  IT  THEIR  OWN. 
Respectfully, 

THE  ILLINOIS   ANTI-MONOPOLY   LKA<U-K. 
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LAKE  FRONT  STEAL. 


^  To  the  Anti-Monopoly  League  of  Chicago  :  t 

The  committee  to  which  was  referred  the  subject  of  the 
claims  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  to  the  lake  front  and 
submerged  lands  adjoining,  lying  east  of  Michigan  avenue,  reports  as 
follows  : 

The  part  of  the  lake  front  extending  from  Randolph  street  two 
blocks  south,  was  dedicated  to  the  public,  "'forever  to  remain  vacant 
of  buildings,"  by  the  United  States.  The  remainder,  south  as  far  as 
Park  Row,  was  dedicated  to  the  public,  to  remain  forever  open  and 
vacant,  by  the  Canal  Commissioners,  in  1836,  and  the  Legislature 
afterwards  confirmed  such  dedication. 

In  1852,  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation 
owned  by  aliens,  obtained  from  the  Common  Council  of  Chicago,  per- 
mission to  acquire  a  right-of-way,  300  feet]wide,  across  this  land,  par- 
allel to,  and  400  feet  distant  from  the  west  line  of  Michigan  avenue, 
on  the  express  conditions — among  other  things — that  the  company 
should  maintain  proper  stations  to  meet  the  demands  of  business, 
provide  gates  at  the  ends  of  the  streets  to  afford  safe  access  to  the  lake 
and  outer  harbor,  keep  tracks  open  to  the  use  of  other  railroad  com- 
panies on  just  terms — to  be  fixed,  if  necessary,  by  arbitration ;  not  to 
suffer  locomotives  or  cars  to  remain  on  the  tracks  ;  not  to  obstruct  the 
vi(v\v  of  the  lake  ;  to  construct  culverts  to  the  lake,  etc. ;  the  privi- 
leges of  the  company  to  depend  upon  due  performance  of  said  con- 
ditions. 

On  these  terms  the  company  got  its  right-of-way  across  the  lake 
front,  and  its  subsequent  conduct  afiords  the  people  a  most  instructive 
lesson  concerning  the  lawlessness,  rapacity  and  fraud  of  railroad  cor- 
porations. 
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Without  stopping  to  enumerate  its  notorious  violations  of  its 
compact,  and  the  rights  of  the  people,  in  respect  to  depot  accommo- 
dations at  its  terminus,  safe  access  to,  and  open  view  of  the  lake,  etc. ; 
and  merely  noting  the  fact  that  no  other  company  has  ever  been 
allowed  to  use  its  tracks  except  upon  at  least  one  condition,  viz. :  that 
it  should  furnish  no  facilities  whatever  for  local  travel  to  the  people 
of  Chicago  and  its  suburbs,  we  come  to  what  is  known  as  the  "  Lake 
Front  Steal,"  perpetrated  by  this  company,  in  1869,  with  the  aid  of  a 
Legislature  of  odorous  memory. 

The  nature  of  this  statute  sufficiently,  indicates  that  infamous 
methods  were  employed  to  obtain  it.  Some  of  these  were  the  retain- 
ing of  divers  "  attorneys  "  in  the  counties  of  this  State,  shortly  before 
the  election,  ostensibly  for  legitimate  business  of  the  company,  but 
really  to  pack  the  Legislature.  When  it  met,  the  usual  methods  of 
monopolies,  bribery,  intimidation,  log-rolling  and  obstruction  of  all 
public  business  until  their  job  was  accomplished,  were  resorted  to, 
and  the  act  of  April  16,  1869,  was  finally  rushed  through  over  the 
Governor's  veto. 

The  purport  of  this  act  is  as  follows  :  First.  It  grants  in  fee  to 
the  City  of  Chicago,  the  land  dedicated  to  the  public  by  the  Canal 
Commissioners,  between  Michigan  avenue  and  the  railroad  right-of- 
way  (being  the  land  extending  from  Park  Row  to  Madison  street), 
with  power  to  cut  it  up  into  lots  and  sell  it  for  a  "Park  fund."  Sec- 
ond. It  "  confirms  "  any  right  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany, "by  virtue  of  its  appropriation,  occupancy,  use  and  control, 
and  the  riparian  ownership  incident  thereto,  in  the  submerged  lands 
lying  east  of  its  right-of-way,"  and  further,  grants  in  fee,  to  that  com- 
pany, all  the  right  and  title  of  the  State  of  Illinois  to  the  submerged 
lands,  for  one  mile  out  into  the  lake,  from  the  breakwater,  between  the 
main  river  and  the  round  house  of  the  company  near  Fourteenth  street, 
which  constitutes  the  whole  outer  harbor,  and  much  more.  Third.  It 
grants  "  all  the  right  and  title "'  of  the  State  to  the  land  dedicated  to 
the  public  by  the  United  States  (being  the  land  north  of  Madison 
street  to  Randolph  street)  to  the  Illinois  Central,  C.,  B.  &  Q.,  and 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  companies,  for  their  depot  and  otJur  pur- 
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poses,  requiring  them  to  pay  to  the  city  $800,000  in  installments  of 
three,  six,  nine  and  twelve  months,  and  in  case  the  city  should  neglect 
or  refuse  to  quit-claim  to  these  companies  within  four  months  (before 
the  second  installment  would  be  payable),  the  companies  were  to  be 
discharged  from  paying  the  remainder  ! 

Upon  the  passage  of  this  bill,  Governor  Palmer  promptly  vetoed 
it,  returning  it  with  a  long  message,  pointing  out,  among  other  things, 
that  this  property  was  attempted  to  be  diverted  to  a  use  different  from 
that  for  which  it  was  dedicated  ;  that  the  land  granted  for  depot  pur- 
poses had  a  market  value,  at  that  time,  of  $2,600,000,  instead  of 
$800,000,  (as  is  shown  by  reports  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and 
estimates  of  the  most  prominent  real  estate  dealers,)  and  that  the 
terms  of  the  act  would  enable  the  companies  to  defraud  the  city  of 
three-fourths  of  the  $800,000  ;  that  in  addition  to  this  grant,  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad  Company  was  obtaining  as  "an  imperial  gift," 
about  two  square  miles  of  land,  covered  with  a  depth  of  from  ten  to 
twenty-four  feet  of  water,  adjacent  to  the  business  center  of  this  great 
city,  and  capable  of  affording  "  70,000  lineal  feet  of  dock  front,  and 
each  foot  of  front  having  300  feet  in  depth,  including  land  and  water," 
which  property  would,  if  rightly  managed,  "at  an  early  day,  equal 
in  value  the  best  of  that  description  of  property  in  Chicago,  which 
has  already  reached  one  thousand  dollars  a  front  foot ;"  and  this  vast 
property  was  all  to  escape  municipal  taxation  forever  !  The  Governor 
well  said,  in  conclusion,  that  "corporations  and  individuals  have 
already  succeeded,  to  an  alarming  extent,  in  usurping  the  control  of 
great  public  interests,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  interference  of 
the  people,  acting  through  the  departments  of  the  government."  But 
all  was  in  vain,  the  retainers  of  this  "  imperial  "  corporation  (in  theory 
the  agents  of  the  people  whose  rights  they  were  destroying),  passed 
the  act  over  the  veto.  (See  accompanying  map.) 

Thereupon  certain  public  spirited  citizens,  prominent  among  whom 
was  the  Hon.  Thomas  Hoyne,  the  leader  of  the  popular  uprising 
against  Mayor  Colvin,  having  exhausted  every  other  means  of  prevei  - 
tion  and  redress  of  this  gigantic  villainy,  as  a  last  resort,  applied  to 
the  United  States  Government,  and  a  bill  was  filed  in  its  name  to  re- 
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strain  the  companies  from  taking  possession  of  the  grounds  set  apart 
for  depot  purposes,  in  which  matter  immediate  action  was  essential. 
Judge  Drummond  held  that  land  dedicated  to  public  uses  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  could  not  be  diverted  by  either  State  or  municipal 
power  from  that  purpose  by  a  grant  of  such  character,  and  that  the 
United  States  Government  still  had  title  to  interfere  and  restrain  the 
nullification  of  the  rights  of  the  public,  and  he  accordingly  granted 
the  injunction  prayed  for.  The  opinion  of  this  eminent  jurist  may  be 
found  in  Vol.  2,  BisseH's  U.  S.  Reports,  on  page  175. 

The  General  Assembly  fully  investigated  this  fraudulent  legisla- 
tion and  repealed  the  act  of  1869,  by  act  of  April  15,  18T3,  but  the  rail- 
road company  has  never  ceased  to  assert  its  alleged  u  vested  right" 
under  the  former  grant,  thinking  that  it  and  time  will  be,  as  usual,  more 
than  a  match  for  any  other  power.  The  city  has  been  steadily  grow- 
ing towards  the  position  which  will  warrant  that  company  in  com- 
mencing to  found  the  maritime  empire,  wholly  independent  of  Chi- 
cago, which  we  are  informed,  has  long  existed,  on  paper,  among  the 
company's  archives. 

Meanwhile,  the  city  is  occupied  in  filling  up  the  company's  land 
from  the  shore,  and  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  Government 
are  lavished  in  constructing  for  it  a  breakwater  in  the  middle,  dredg- 
ing channels,  etc. ,  (all  these  appropriations  being  charged  against  the 
share  of  Chicago  in  internal  improvements,)  and  that  public  spirited 
corporation,  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  observes*  with  satisfaction, 
how  '>  oxen  draw  loads  not  for  themselves. " 

Delay  in  building  beyond  its  original  right-of-way  is  no  sign  that 
the  claim  is  abandoned.  Its  bridge  across  the  main  river  was  quietly 
built  many  years  after  the  grant  of  the  right  to  do  so  was  obtained. 
All  its  overt  acts  point  to  a  settled  purpose  to  extend  its  docks  over 
the  whole  outer  harbor,  without  conceding  to  Government  or  individ- 
ual a  right  or  privilege  of  any  kind,  except  it  be  purchased  at  the 
company's  own  price. 

If  these  projects  should  ever  be  realized,  consider  the  attitude  of 
this  already  too  powerful  corporation  (owned  by  foreigners);  first,  to- 
wards Chicago,  whose  harbor  it  has  seized,  entailing  forever  upon  the 
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city  enormous  trouble  and  expense  without  any  return  of  revenue  ; 
second,  towards  all  other  commercial  interests,  forced  to  compete 
with  it  while  heavily  taxed  ;  and,  thirdly,  towards  the  general  public. 
Those  who  know  the  history  of  railroad  usurpation  in  Jersey  City, 
can  form  a  faint  idea  of  what  the  situation  would  be  here. 

But  even  if  the  State  should,  by  the  fraudulent  grant  of-  1869, 
have  irrevocably  divested  itself  of  all  its  rights  and  powers  over  the 
submerged  land,  a  legal  question  which  can  not  be  profitably  discussed 
in  this  report,  and  if  the  city  is  too  often  controlled  by  henchmen  of 
railroad  and  other  corporations,  there  yet  remain  the  rights  and 
powers  of  the  United  States,  as  a  bulwark  against  the  conquest  of  the 
outer  harbor,  and  accordingly  this  last  defence  is  being  cunningly 
assailed.  In  December  last,  the  City  Council  authorized  the  Mayor 
"to  procure  the  passage  of  an  act  of  Congress,  relinquishing  to  the 
city  all  the  right,  title  and  interest  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  the 
streets  and  public  grounds  in  Fort  Dearborn  addition,  with  authority 
to  the  city  to  convey  So  much  of  the  latter  as  lies  east  of  Michigan 
avenue  and  south  of  Randolph  street,  for  the  erection  of  a  depot.1' 
Now,  while  the  citizens  of  Chicago  probably  are  desirous  of  having  a 
depot  erected  on  the  base-ball  grounds,  provided  the  railroad  compa- 
nies will  pay  a  fair  price  for  the  land,  they  are  undoubtedly  opposed 
to  any  recognition  of  the  validity  of  the  repealed  act  of  1869,  espe- 
cially that  part  of  it  which  grants  away  the  harbor.  Those  lot-owners 
who  front  on  Michigan  avenue,  accordingly  gave  their  consent  to  the 
erection  of  the  depot,  provided  the  claim  to  the  submerged  lands  should 
be  entirely  released  and  given  up  by  the  railroad  company.  But  this 
it  would  not  do,  and  the  able  solicitor  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad 
Company,  who  spent  so  much  of  his  time  in  Washington  last  Winter, 
carefully  omitted  to  mention,  in  his  printed  statement  to  the  Congres- 
sional Committee,  the  condition  which  these  lot-owners  insisted  on. 
while  he  dwelt  upon  their  assent  to  the  erection  of  the  depot,  and 
spoke  of  the  grant  by  act  of  1869,  as  if  it  had  always  been  approved 
of  by  the  people,  without  any  reference  to  its  repeal  in  1873.  More- 
over, while  Congress  and  the  public  are  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the 
great  importance  of  the  claim  to  the  harbor,  and  that  claim  is  repre- 
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sented  to  be  wholly  independent  of  the  depot  question,  the  railroad 
company  asserts  its  claim  to  the  harbor,  in  response  to  late  inquiries 
about  its  operations  on  the  lake  front. 

The  railroad  company  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  getting  an  act  of 
Congress  passed,  but  in  the  general  misunderstanding  and  neglect  of 
the  matter  there  is  great  danger  that  it  will  accomplish  its  purpose     4 
soon,  either  by  direct  means,  or  by  combinations  with  other  interests,      1 
and  by  holding  out  other  ends  to  public  view. 

If  this  corporation  will  continue  to  bear  the  risk  and  inconven- 
ience of  the  slab  shanties  which  have  sufficed  for  its  main  depot  during 
the  past  ten  years,  rather  than  waive  its  claim  to  the  submerged  lands,     f 
it  would  seem  that  it  intends  to  complete  its  work  of  robbery  before  * 
the  rising  spirit  of  anti-monopoly  gains  much  greater  strength. 

We  have  seen  how  it  trampled  under  foot  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple in  1869,  and  observed  its  arrogant  and  successful  threats  to  the  \ 
Legislature  last  winter.  Its  power  at  the  present  time  is  a  menace  to 
popular  rights,  but  who  can  estimate  it  at  the  close  of  this  century  if 
this  vast  design  is  consummated  ?  A  railroad  corporation  is  like  fire, 
a  good  servant  but  a  bad  master. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  this  society  do  all  in  its  power 
to  arouse  the  people  to  a  sense  of  their  danger,  in  the  hope  that  they 
may  yet  find  some  way  to  curb  the  rapacity  and  overgrowth  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company. 

A.  S.  BRADLEY.  Chairman, 

For  the  Committee. 
CHICAGO,  November  26,  1881. 


The  above  report  was  received  and  adopted  by  the  Anti-monopoly 
League  at  a  regular  meeting  held  on  Saturday,  November  26,  A.  D. 
1881. 

EDWIN  LEE  BROWN,  President. 


Appendix  to  Second  Edition. 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

The  President  of  the  Anti-monopoly  League  personally  requested  the 

editors  of  the  Chicago  daily  newspapers  to  publish  the  foregoing  pamphlet, 

but  none  of  them  saw  fit  to  do  so.     The  League  is  informed  that  this 

history  of  the  "  Lake  Front  Steal  "  has  proved  interesting  to  those  who 

have  read  it,  and  that  the  officers  of  the  Illinois  Central  R.   R.  Company 

affect  to  ridicule  it,  and  say  that  the   company  does   not   deal  with  the 

people,  but  with  the  representatives  of  the  people.     The  pamphlet  is  pub- 

j      lished  to  inform  the  people  of  a  serious  invasion  of  their  rights,  and  of 

I      the  way  the  railroad  deals  with  their  representatives. 

A  large  part  of  the  submerged  lands,  from  the  river  to  Randolph 
street,  has  already  been  seized  by  the  I.  C.  R.  R.  Co.,  and  it  has  recently 
prevented  the  establishment,  by  Mr.  Lehman,  of  a  pleasure  resort 
opposite  Park  Row;  and  it  assumed  to  own  the  Lake  Front  in  the  contest 
with  the  Valentine  scrip  claimants,  lately  had  before  the  U.  S.  Interior 
Department. 

In  the  City  Council,  as  stated  by  a  prominent  ex-alderman,  there 
has  been  presented  "  more  than  a  bushel  of  orders,  resolutions  and 
petitions"  demanding  a  vindication  of  the  public  rights  to  this  great 
property,  estimated  by  some  to  be  worth  nearly  a  hundred  millions 
of  dollars  (see  Governor  Palmer's  veto  message),  but  all  of  these 
measures-  as  well  as  every  project  for  its  utilization  for  the  business  or 
recreation  of  our  citizens — have  been  stamped  out  by  the  railroad 
company. 

It  is  therefore  resolved  that  the  city  of  Chicago  ought  to  open  one  or 
more  public  highways  to  the  Lake  Front,  and  proceed  to  occupy  and  im- 
prove it  without  delay. 

IT  IS  OFTEN  ASSERTED,  TO  LULL  THE  PUBLIC  INTO  SECURITY,  THAT  THE 
REPEAL  OF  THE  ACT  OF  1869  HAS  EXTINGUISHED  THE  TITLE  AND  CLAIM  OF 
THE  RAILROAD  COMPANY.  BUT  THIS  STATEMENT  IS  NOT  TRUE.  THE 

ILLINOIS  CENTRAL  R.  R.  COMPANY  STILL  CLAIMS  OWNERSHIP  OF  ALL  THE 

SUBMERGED     LANDS    GRANTED    BY    THE    ACT    OF     1869 BEING    THE    WHOLE 

OUTER  HARBOR  AND  MUCH  MORE — NOTWITHSTANDING  THE  SUBSEQUENT 
REPEAL,  AND  WILL  CERTAINLY  ESTABLISH  ITS  TITLE  AND  TAKE  POSSESSION 
IXLESS  OPPOSED  VIGOROUSLY  AND  AT  ONCE. 

The  above  statement  was  adopted  by  the  Anti-monopoly  League  at 
a  regular  meeting  held  on  Saturday,  February  nth,  1882. 

It  is  a  hopeful  sign  that,  since  the  agitation  of  this  question,  Hon 
George  R.  Davis,  U.  S.  Representative  from  the  znd  Cong.  Dipt,  of 
Illinois,  has  introduced  a  Resolution  calling  for  information  to  be  fur- 
nished to  Congress,  respecting  the  claims  and  encroachments  upon  our 
Harbor  by  the  Illinois  Central  R.  R.  Co. 

EDWIN    LEE  BROWN. 

President. 


THE  TRUE   INWARDNESS 


OK  TIIK 
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